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The following document is provided in support of a four part series which outlines why Eugene 
Peterson’s book, “The Message” should not be treated as a translation of the Bible, but rather as 
a commentary full of his own theological opinion.

In the first post of this series, I outlined five concerns with Peterson's philosophy of translation.
1. Peterson’s assertion that the New Testament was written in the “street language” of the 

day is misleading.
2. Peterson has confused the mission of the Holy Spirit with the mission of a Bible transla-

tor.
3. Peterson believes the Bible, without his interpretive skills to modernize it, is insufficient 

to transform lives.
4. The Message utilizes a form of Mystical Liberalism
5. Even if the Bible is God’s “dehydrated” Word, the solution is not Peterson’s “street-

language” commentary.

In the following two posts, I presented eight illustrations using specific problem passages.
1. Peterson inserts his own dogma that is nowhere in the Greek or taught anywhere in Scrip-

ture.
2. Peterson neglects the person of the Holy Spirit.
3. Peterson neglects the historical role of Israel as a context for the New Covenant.
4. Peterson mistranslates the Greek by removing various references to sexual sin (including 

homosexuality).
5. Peterson diminishes the historical cultis of idolatry.
6. Peterson often distorts the reality of the spirit world, with a spiritualized worldview.
7. Peterson emphasizes a sin “lifestyle” where the Scripture emphasizes a sin “nature.”
8. Peterson follows the trend of other gender inclusive “translations” by virtually eliminat-

ing the word “Lord,” and replacing it with a softer gender neutral “God” or "Master".

In fourth and final post, I addressed in more detail how Peterson fails to consistently deal with 
the Greek term for "spirit."

1. The Human “spirit" is Removed by Peterson1. The Human “spirit" is Removed by Peterson
Matthew 5:3 The Message

“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you 
there is more of God and his rule. 

English Standard Version
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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Matthew 26:41 The Message
Stay alert; be in prayer so you don’t wander into temptation without 
even knowing you’re in danger. There is a part of you that is eager, 
ready for anything in God. But there’s another part that’s as lazy as an 
old dog sleeping by the fire.” 

English Standard Version
Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit in-
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Matthew 27:50 The Message
But Jesus, again crying out loudly, breathed his last. 

English Standard Version
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

Mark 2:8 The Message
Jesus knew right away what they were thinking, and said, “Why are 
you so skeptical? 

English Standard Version
And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus ques-
tioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these 
things in your hearts? 

Mark 8:12 The Message
Provoked, he said, “Why does this generation clamor for miraculous 
guarantees? If I have anything to say about it, you’ll not get so much 
as a hint of a guarantee.” 

English Standard Version
And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation 
seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this genera-
tion.” 
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Mark 14:38 The Message
Stay alert, be in prayer, so you don’t enter the danger zone without 
even knowing it. Don’t be naive. Part of you is eager, ready for any-
thing in God; but another part is as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the 
fire.” 

English Standard Version
Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit in-
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Luke 1:47 The Message
I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. 

English Standard Version
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

Luke 1:80 The Message
The child grew up, healthy and spirited. He lived out in the desert until 
the day he made his prophetic debut in Israel. 

English Standard Version
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wil-
derness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

Luke 8:55 The Message
She was up in an instant, up and breathing again! He told them to give 
her something to eat. 

English Standard Version
And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that 
something should be given her to eat. 

Luke 23:46 The Message
Jesus called loudly, “Father, I place my life in your hands!” Then he 
breathed his last. 

English Standard Version
Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 
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John 11:33 The Message
When Jesus saw her sobbing and the Jews with her sobbing, a deep 
anger welled up within him. 

English Standard Version
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 

John 13:21 The Message
After he said these things, Jesus became visibly upset, and then he told 
them why. “One of you is going to betray me.” 

English Standard Version
After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 

Acts 7:59 The Message
As the rocks rained down, Stephen prayed, “Master Jesus, take my 
life.” 

English Standard Version
And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 

Acts 17:16 The Message
The longer Paul waited in Athens for Silas and Timothy, the angrier he 
got—all those idols! The city was a junkyard of idols. 

English Standard Version
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was pro-
voked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 
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Acts 18:25 The Message
He was well-educated in the way of the Master and fiery in his enthu-
siasm. Apollos was accurate in everything he taught about Jesus up to 
a point, but he only went as far as the baptism of John. 

English Standard Version
He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in 
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, 
though he knew only the baptism of John. 

Acts 19:21 The Message
After all this had come to a head, Paul decided it was time to move on 
to Macedonia and Achaia provinces, and from there to Jerusalem. 
“Then,” he said, “I’m off to Rome. I’ve got to see Rome!” 

English Standard Version
Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Ma-
cedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome.” 

Romans 1:9 The Message
And God, whom I so love to worship and serve by spreading the good 
news of his Son—the Message!—knows that every time I think of you 

English Standard Version
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 
his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 

Romans 8:10 The Message
But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even though you 
still experience all the limitations of sin—you yourself experience life 
on God’s terms. 

English Standard Version
But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
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Romans 12:11 The Message
Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of 
the Master, 

English Standard Version
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 7:34 The Message
leading to so many more demands on your attention. The time and en-
ergy that married people spend on caring for and nurturing each other, 
the unmarried can spend in becoming whole and holy instruments of 
God. 

English Standard Version
and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is 
anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and 
spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to 
please her husband. 

1 Corinthians 16:18 The Message
They’ve refreshed me by keeping me in touch with you. Be proud that 
you have people like this among you. 

English Standard Version
for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such 
people. 

2 Corinthians 2:13 The Message
But when I didn’t find Titus waiting for me with news of your condi-
tion, I couldn’t relax. Worried about you, I left and came on to Mace-
donia province looking for Titus and a reassuring word on you. 

English Standard Version
my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. 
So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia. 
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Hebrews 4:12 The Message
God means what he says. What he says goes. His powerful Word is 
sharp as a surgeon’s scalpel, cutting through everything, whether doubt 
or defense, laying us open to listen and obey. 

English Standard Version
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

1 Peter 3:4 The Message
but your inner disposition. Cultivate inner beauty, the gentle, gracious 
kind that God delights in. 

English Standard Version
but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imper-
ishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very 
precious. 

1 Peter 3:19 The Message
He went and proclaimed God’s salvation to earlier generations who 
ended up in the prison of judgment 

English Standard Version
in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 

1 Peter 4:6 The Message
Listen to the Message. It was preached to those believers who are now 
dead, and yet even though they died (just as all people must), they will 
still get in on the life that God has given in Jesus. 

English Standard Version
For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, 
that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in 
the spirit the way God does. 
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2. Peterson Diminishes the Importance of Spirit-Empowered Community2. Peterson Diminishes the Importance of Spirit-Empowered Community
1 Corinthians 14:2 The Message

If you praise him in the private language of tongues, God understands 
you but no one else does, for you are sharing intimacies just between 
you and him. 

English Standard Version
For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no 
one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 12:18 The Message
I asked Titus to visit, and sent some brothers along. Did they swindle 
you out of anything? And haven’t we always been just as aboveboard, 
just as honest? 

English Standard Version
I urged Titus to go, and sent the brother with him. Did Titus take ad-
vantage of you? Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the 
same steps? 

Philippians 1:27 The Message
Meanwhile, live in such a way that you are a credit to the Message of 
Christ. Let nothing in your conduct hang on whether I come or not. 
Your conduct must be the same whether I show up to see things for 
myself or hear of it from a distance. Stand united, singular in vision, 
contending for people’s trust in the Message, the good news, 

English Standard Version
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 
the faith of the gospel, 

Philippians 4:23 The Message
Receive and experience the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, 
deep, deep within yourselves. 

English Standard Version
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
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Colossians 2:5 The Message
I’m a long way off, true, and you may never lay eyes on me, but be-
lieve me, I’m on your side, right beside you. I am delighted to hear of 
the careful and orderly ways you conduct your affairs, and impressed 
with the solid substance of your faith in Christ. 

English Standard Version
For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to 
see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

2 Timothy 4:22 The Message
God be with you. Grace be with you. 

English Standard Version
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. 

Philemon 25 The Message
All the best to you from the Master, Jesus Christ! 

English Standard Version
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Hebrews 12:23 The Message
and Christian citizens. It is the city where God is Judge, with judg-
ments that make us just. 

English Standard Version
and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to 
God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
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3. Peterson Inserts "spirit" When πνεῦμα is Not In The Original Text3. Peterson Inserts "spirit" When πνεῦμα is Not In The Original Text
Matthew 9:14 The Message

A little later John’s followers approached, asking, “Why is it that we 
and the Pharisees rigorously discipline body and spirit by fasting, but 
your followers don’t?” 

English Standard Version
Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” 

Luke 2:40 The Message
There the child grew strong in body and wise in spirit. And the grace 
of God was on him. 

English Standard Version
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 

Luke 2:52 The Message
And Jesus matured, growing up in both body and spirit, blessed by 
both God and people. 

English Standard Version
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and man. 

Luke 9:48 The Message
“Whoever accepts this child as if the child were me, accepts me,” he 
said. “And whoever accepts me, accepts the One who sent me. You 
become great by accepting, not asserting. Your spirit, not your size, 
makes the difference.” 

English Standard Version
and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives 
me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is 
least among you all is the one who is great.” 

Peterson’s Use of πνεῦμα (Spirit) in The Message	
 	
 	
 	
                                10

Dr. J.R. Miller	
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
               	
  www.MoreThanCake.org

http://wp.me/p1YyRg-4F
http://wp.me/p1YyRg-4F


Romans 15:31 The Message
that I will be delivered from the lions’ den of unbelievers in Judea. 
Pray also that my relief offering to the Jerusalem believers will be ac-
cepted in the spirit in which it is given. 

English Standard Version
that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my 
service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 

1 Corinthians 2:16 The Message
Isaiah’s question, “Is there anyone around who knows God’s Spirit, 
anyone who knows what he is doing?” has been answered: Christ 
knows, and we have Christ’s Spirit. 

English Standard Version
“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4:13 The Message
We’re not keeping this quiet, not on your life. Just like the psalmist 
who wrote, “I believed it, so I said it,” we say what we believe. 

English Standard Version
Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been writ-
ten, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also 
speak, 

2 Corinthians 7:1 The Message
With promises like this to pull us on, dear friends, let’s make a clean 
break with everything that defiles or distracts us, both within and 
without. Let’s make our entire lives fit and holy temples for the wor-
ship of God. 

English Standard Version
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in 
the fear of God. 
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2 Corinthians 7:13 The Message
That’s what happened—and we felt just great. And then, when we saw 
how Titus felt—his exuberance over your response—our joy doubled. 
It was wonderful to see how revived and refreshed he was by every-
thing you did. 

English Standard Version
Therefore we are comforted. And besides our own comfort, we re-
joiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been re-
freshed by you all. 

2 Corinthians 10:1 The Message
And now a personal but most urgent matter; I write in the gentle but 
firm spirit of Christ. I hear that I’m being painted as cringing and 
wishy-washy when I’m with you, but harsh and demanding when at a 
safe distance writing letters. 

English Standard Version
I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ—I who am humble when face to face with you, but bold toward 
you when I am away!— 

Galatians 6:1 The Message
Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin, forgivingly restore 
him, saving your critical comments for yourself. You might be needing 
forgiveness before the day’s out. 

English Standard Version
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiri-
tual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on your-
self, lest you too be tempted. 

Galatians 6:18 The Message
May what our Master Jesus Christ gives freely be deeply and person-
ally yours, my friends. Oh, yes! 

English Standard Version
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen. 
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Ephesians 3:20 The Message
God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imag-
ine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by push-
ing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently 
within us. 

English Standard Version
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us, 

Ephesians 4:23 The Message
a life renewed from the inside 

English Standard Version
and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 

Colossians 1:28 The Message
We preach Christ, warning people not to add to the Message. We teach 
in a spirit of profound common sense so that we can bring each person 
to maturity. To be mature is to be basic. Christ! No more, no less. 

English Standard Version
Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 The Message
That doesn’t mean that the spirit of anarchy is not now at work. It is, 
secretly and underground. 

English Standard Version
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now 
restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 
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James 2:16 The Message
and say, “Good morning, friend! Be clothed in Christ! Be filled with 
the Holy Spirit!” and walk off without providing so much as a coat or 
a cup of soup—where does that get you? 

English Standard Version
and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 

4. Demonic Possession is Underplayed (These passages do not all use the Greek πνεῦμα, 
but do reflect Peterson's theology of the spirit world)
4. Demonic Possession is Underplayed (These passages do not all use the Greek πνεῦμα, 
but do reflect Peterson's theology of the spirit world)
Matthew 8:16 The Message

That evening a lot of demon-afflicted people were brought to him. He 
relieved the inwardly tormented. He cured the bodily ill. 

English Standard Version
That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by de-
mons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were 
sick. 

Mark 1:23 The Message
Suddenly, while still in the meeting place, he was interrupted by a man 
who was deeply disturbed and yelling out, 

English Standard Version
And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit. And he cried out, 

Mark 3:30 The Message
He gave this warning because they were accusing him of being in 
league with Evil. 

English Standard Version
for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
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Mark 5:2 The Message
As Jesus got out of the boat, a madman from the cemetery came up to 
him. 

English Standard Version
And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met 
him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 

Mark 6:7 The Message
Jesus called the Twelve to him, and sent them out in pairs. He gave 
them authority and power to deal with the evil opposition. 

English Standard Version
And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and 
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 

Mark 7:25 The Message
He was barely inside when a woman who had a disturbed daughter 
heard where he was. She came and knelt at his feet, 

English Standard Version
But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 

Luke 8:2 The Message
There were also some women in their company who had been healed 
of various evil afflictions and illnesses: Mary, the one called Mag-
dalene, from whom seven demons had gone out; 

English Standard Version
and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmi-
ties: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 
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Luke 10:20 The Message
All the same, the great triumph is not in your authority over evil, but in 
God’s authority over you and presence with you. Not what you do for 
God but what God does for you—that’s the agenda for rejoicing.” 

English Standard Version
Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

Luke 13:11 The Message
There was a woman present, so twisted and bent over with arthritis 
that she couldn’t even look up. She had been afflicted with this for-
eighteen years. 

English Standard Version
And behold, there was a woman who had had a disabling spirit for 
eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten her-
self. 

Luke 24:37 The Message
They thought they were seeing a ghost and were scared half to death. 

English Standard Version
But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 

Luke 24:39 The Message
Look at my hands; look at my feet—it’s really me. Touch me. Look me 
over from head to toe. A ghost doesn’t have muscle and bone like 
this.” 

English Standard Version
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 
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Acts 16:16 The Message
One day, on our way to the place of prayer, a slave girl ran into us. She 
was a psychic and, with her fortunetelling, made a lot of money for the 
people who owned her. 

English Standard Version
As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl 
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by 
fortune-telling. 

Acts 19:12 The Message
The word got around and people started taking pieces of cloth-
ing—handkerchiefs and scarves and the like—that had touched Paul’s 
skin and then touching the sick with them. The touch did it—they were 
healed and whole. 

English Standard Version
so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were 
carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits 
came out of them. 

Romans 11:8 The Message
Moses and Isaiah both commented on this: Fed up with their quarrel-
some, self-centered ways, God blurred their eyes and dulled their ears, 
Shut them in on themselves in a hall of mirrors, and they’re there to 
this day. 

English Standard Version
as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not 
see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.” 
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5. Satan, Spiritual Beings, and Spiritual Warfare are Downplayed in the Lives of the 
Saints
5. Satan, Spiritual Beings, and Spiritual Warfare are Downplayed in the Lives of the 
Saints
1 Corinthians 5:5 The Message

Hold this man’s conduct up to public scrutiny. Let him defend it if he 
can! But if he can’t, then out with him! It will be totally devastating to 
him, of course, and embarrassing to you. But better devastation and 
embarrassment than damnation. You want him on his feet and forgiven 
before the Master on the Day of Judgment. 

English Standard Version
you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 

Ephesians 2:2 The Message
You let the world, which doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell 
you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then 
exhaled disobedience. 

English Standard Version
in which you once walked, following the course of this world, follow-
ing the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience— 

2 Thessalonians 2:2 The Message
Don’t let anyone shake you up or get you excited over some breathless 
report or rumored letter from me that the day of the Master’s arrival 
has come and gone. 

English Standard Version
not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a 
spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the 
day of the Lord has come. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:13 The Message
Meanwhile, we’ve got our hands full continually thanking God for 
you, our good friends—so loved by God! God picked you out as his 
from the very start. Think of it: included in God’s original plan of sal-
vation by the bond of faith in the living truth. 

English Standard Version
But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved 
by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, 
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 

Hebrews 12:9 The Message
We respect our own parents for training and not spoiling us, so why 
not embrace God’s training so we can truly live? 

English Standard Version
Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of 
spirits and live? 

James 4:5 The Message
And do you suppose God doesn’t care? The proverb has it that “he’s a 
fiercely jealous lover.” 

English Standard Version
Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He 
yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 

1 John 4:1 The Message
My dear friends, don’t believe everything you hear. Carefully weigh 
and examine what people tell you. Not everyone who talks about God 
comes from God. There are a lot of lying preachers loose in the world. 

English Standard Version
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 
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6. The Holy Spirit is Removed and/or Depersonalized by Peterson6. The Holy Spirit is Removed and/or Depersonalized by Peterson
Matthew 12:28 The Message

“But if it’s by God’s power that I am sending the evil spirits packing, 
then God’s kingdom is here for sure. 

English Standard Version
But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the king-
dom of God has come upon you. 

Matthew 22:43 The Message
Jesus replied, “Well, if the Christ is David’s son, how do you explain 
that David, under inspiration, named Christ his ‘Master’? 

English Standard Version
He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him 
Lord, saying, 

Luke 1:17 The Message
He will herald God’s arrival in the style and strength of Elijah, soften 
the hearts of parents to children, and kindle devout understanding 
among hardened skeptics—he’ll get the people ready for God.” 

English Standard Version
and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

John 3:5 The Message
Jesus said, “You’re not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a person 
submits to this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’ 
creation, the invisible moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—
it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. 

English Standard Version
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
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Acts 2:3 The Message
Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, 

English Standard Version
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. 

Acts 11:24 The Message
He was a good man that way, enthusiastic and confident in the Holy 
Spirit’s ways. The community grew large and strong in the Master. 

English Standard Version
for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great 
many people were added to the Lord. 

Acts 20:22 The Message
“But there is another urgency before me now. I feel compelled to go to 
Jerusalem. I’m completely in the dark about what will happen when I 
get there. 

English Standard Version
And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, 
not knowing what will happen to me there, 

Romans 2:29 The Message
You become a Jew by who you are. It’s the mark of God on your heart, 
not of a knife on your skin, that makes a Jew. And recognition comes 
from God, not legalistic critics. 

English Standard Version
But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
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Romans 7:6 The Message
But now that we’re no longer shackled to that domineering mate of 
sin, and out from under all those oppressive regulations and fine print, 
we’re free to live a new life in the freedom of God. 

English Standard Version
But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held 
us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the 
old way of the written code. 

Romans 8:6 The Message
Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God 
leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life. 

English Standard Version
For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 

Romans 8:13 The Message
There’s nothing in it for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give 
it a decent burial and get on with your new life. 

English Standard Version
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

Romans 8:15 The Message
This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-
tending life. It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a child-
like “What’s next, Papa?” 

English Standard Version
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 
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Romans 8:27 The Message
He knows us far better than we know ourselves, knows our pregnant 
condition, and keeps us present before God. 

English Standard Version
And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, be-
cause the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Romans 14:17 The Message
God’s kingdom isn’t a matter of what you put in your stomach, for 
goodness’ sake. It’s what God does with your life as he sets it right, 
puts it together, and completes it with joy. 

English Standard Version
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:19 The Message
In such ways I have trailblazed a preaching of the Message of Jesus all 
the way from Jerusalem far into northwestern Greece. 

English Standard Version
by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of 
God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I 
have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; 

1 Corinthians 2:11 The Message
Who ever knows what you’re thinking and planning except you your-
self? The same with God—except that he not only knows what he’s 
thinking, 

English Standard Version
For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God ex-
cept the Spirit of God. 
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1 Corinthians 2:12 The Message
but he lets us in on it. God offers a full report on the gifts of life and 
salvation that he is giving us. 

English Standard Version
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 

1 Corinthians 2:13 The Message
We don’t have to rely on the world’s guesses and opinions. We didn’t 
learn this by reading books or going to school; we learned it from God, 
who taught us person-to-person through Jesus, and we’re passing it on 
to you in the same firsthand, personal way. 

English Standard Version
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught 
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

1 Corinthians 3:16 The Message
You realize, don’t you, that you are the temple of God, and God him-
self is present in you? 

English Standard Version
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you? 

1 Corinthians 7:40 The Message
. By now you know that I think she’ll be better off staying single. The 
Master, in my opinion, thinks so, too. 

English Standard Version
Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think 
that I too have the Spirit of God. 
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1 Corinthians 14:12 The Message
It’s no different with you. Since you’re so eager to participate in what 
God is doing, why don’t you concentrate on doing what helps every-
one in the church? 

English Standard Version
So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the 
Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church. 

1 Corinthians 14:32 The Message
If you choose to speak, you’re also responsible for how and when you 
speak. 

English Standard Version
and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 The Message
All of us! Nothing between us and God, our faces shining with the 
brightness of his face. And so we are transfigured much like the Mes-
siah, our lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God 
enters our lives and we become like him. 

English Standard Version
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 6:6 The Message
with pure heart, clear head, steady hand; in gentleness, holiness, and 
honest love; 

English Standard Version
by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine 
love; 
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Galatians 3:2 The Message
Let me put this question to you: How did your new life begin? Was it 
by working your heads off to please God? Or was it by responding to 
God’s Message to you? 

English Standard Version
Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the 
law or by hearing with faith? 

Galatians 3:3 The Message
Are you going to continue this craziness? For only crazy people would 
think they could complete by their own efforts what was begun by 
God. If you weren’t smart enough or strong enough to begin it, how do 
you suppose you could perfect it? 

English Standard Version
Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh? 

Galatians 5:22 The Message
But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our 
lives, much the same way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like 
affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We develop a will-
ingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a 
conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find 
ourselves involved in loyal commitments, 

English Standard Version
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, 

Ephesians 1:17 The Message
But I do more than thank. I ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus 
Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in 
knowing him personally, 

English Standard Version
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
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Ephesians 2:22 The Message
all of us built into it, a temple in which God is quite at home. 

English Standard Version
In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God 
by the Spirit. 

Ephesians 4:3 The Message
alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences. 

English Standard Version
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Ephesians 4:4 The Message
You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direc-
tion, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. 

English Standard Version
There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call— 

Ephesians 6:17 The Message
and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You’ll 
need them throughout your life. God’s Word is an indispensable 
weapon. 

English Standard Version
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, 

Peterson’s Use of πνεῦμα (Spirit) in The Message	
 	
 	
 	
                                27

Dr. J.R. Miller	
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
               	
  www.MoreThanCake.org

http://wp.me/p1YyRg-4F
http://wp.me/p1YyRg-4F


Ephesians 6:18 The Message
In the same way, prayer is essential in this ongoing warfare. Pray hard 
and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes open. 
Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out. 

English Standard Version
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all 
the saints, 

1 Peter 4:6 The Message
Listen to the Message. It was preached to those believers who are now 
dead, and yet even though they died (just as all people must), they will 
still get in on the life that God has given in Jesus. 

English Standard Version
For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, 
that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in 
the spirit the way God does. 

2 Timothy 1:7 The Message
God doesn’t want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and 
sensible. 

English Standard Version
for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control. 

1 Peter 3:18 The Message
That’s what Christ did definitively: suffered because of others’ sins, the 
Righteous One for the unrighteous ones. He went through it all—was 
put to death and then made alive—to bring us to God. 

English Standard Version
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unright-
eous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit, 
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Revelation 4:2 The Message
I was caught up at once in deep worship and, oh!—a Throne set in 
Heaven with One Seated on the Throne, 

English Standard Version
At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with 
one seated on the throne. 

7. Improperly Translates "πνεῦμα" as "angel" (This subject deserves its own study of the 
Greek, but that is beyond the scope of this present analysis.)
7. Improperly Translates "πνεῦμα" as "angel" (This subject deserves its own study of the 
Greek, but that is beyond the scope of this present analysis.)
Hebrews 1:14 The Message

Isn’t it obvious that all angels are sent to help out with those lined up 
to receive salvation? 

English Standard Version
Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of 
those who are to inherit salvation? 

For a full examination & discussion 
of each main point in this document, please visit 

www.MoreThanCake.org.
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